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to get frayed. By the time the Communist was on his legs pande-
monium prevailed and there was a danger of a free fight. We were
all entitled to five minutes each to reply, but when I consulted the
others, they had had enough and were willing to waive their rights.
It was fortunate that Labour had insisted on a ballot for place and
I certainly scored by speaking first instead of last.

The result of the poll was interesting: I received 8,109 votes.
Labour was second with 6,849, Communist third with 1,368, and
the Tory was last with 1,365. Actually the Tory had put in a lot
of hard work and was an excellent speaker, and he was very much
disappointed with the result.

The two years of the second Labour Government were full of
excitement. The Liberals were in a position almost any day to
turn the scales against them, and if we had only acted as a unit our
influence would have been immense. As far as I was concerned,
I was anxious to give the new Government every chance, Lloyd
George too, I believe, was ready to co-operate if the Government
would only respond to our approaches. Unemployment over-
shadowed every other problem. I suppose it was only natural that
Ministers resented their dependence on our votes, and once again
they were very sensitive to criticism from our quarter of the House,
Herbert Samuel, after an absence of eleven years, was back again
in the House, and his quiet and patient methods did something to
smooth things out. But Lloyd George acted like an irritant to
Ramsay MacDonald: perhaps it was because they were both Celts,
but it is certain neither had much use for the other. Both over the
Coal Bill and the Trades Dispute Amendment Bill, Liberals and
Labour were at loggerheads. Lloyd George's chastisement of Ben
Turner, then Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Miness
was a masterpiece of invective, and the poor man never recovered
from it. Its very cleverness was resented by the Labour members
and it left much bitterness behind it.

But all the Government's troubles did not come from the Liberal
side of the House. Ramsay MacDonald had taken a fancy to
Oswald Mosley, a comparatively recent recruit to the Labour ranks,
and hajl made him a Minister. If I remember rightly he was put
on a committee to deal with unemployment, and could be heard
criticising his colleagues in the smoking room. He was a skilful
debater and had a good command of language, but I was never
attracted to his artificial style of oratory which to me did not ring
sincere. But he had a small circle of followers inside the Labour
Party who were his devoted admirers, and when he resigned there
seemed a real prospect of his providing the party with an alternative
leader. In the end, of course, he drifted right away, and finally
boxed the compass. He had started as a Conservative, then for a